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VISCOUNT  CHELMSFORD
1916-1921
FREDERIC JOHN NAPIER THESIGER, afterwards
3rd Lord and 1st Viscount Chelmsford, was born at
7 Eaton Square, London, on 12th August 1868, the eldest
son of Frederic Augustus, 2nd Lord, by Fanny, daughter
of Major-General Heath, of the Bombay Army. His
paternal grandfather, when Lord Chancellor in Lord
Derby's Cabinet of 1858, had been raised to the peerage;
and his father, a distinguished soldier who had seen much
service in the Crimea, the Indian Mutiny and South Africa,
had risen to the rank of General and had been Lieutenant-
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope.
Thesiger was educated at Winchester and Magdalen
College, Oxford, where he became a Fellow of All Souls,
for he was a good classical scholar. After being called to
the Bar he married in 1894 the Hon. Frances Charlotte
Guest, daughter of the 1st Lord Wimborne, and he then
served for some years as a member of the London School
Board and of the London County Council In 1905 he
succeeded his father in the peerage and was successively
appointed Governor of Queensland and of New South
Wales, and in 1913 he was made a G.C.M.G.
In the First World War he went out to India as a
Territorial captain with the Dorsetshire Regiment and the
Royal Army Service Corps, being then nearly fifty years
of age; and during these years he lost his eldest son from
wounds received in Mesopotamia, While he was guarding
the wireless station near Simla he was designated by
Haxdmge the Viceroy to take a mission of enquiry to the
Persian Gulf on the medical mismanagement there; but
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